Think judge will buy that excuse?
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The continuing slander suit between developer Kevin Azzouz and a resident who criticized MetroWest could come to a screeching halt because Azzouz's attorneys at Bogin Munns & Munns missed court deadlines.

Their formal excuse given to the court Wednesday: A legal assistant didn't file the court papers when told to do so. The court papers also mention "a series of turnover [sic] of legal assistants."

In legal circles, that's up there with "My dog ate my homework."

The case involves Azzouz and his company Veranda Partners, who say resident Larry Giles wronged them by going beyond criticism to publishing false and disparaging comments online.

Giles and his attorneys say that this is a SLAPP lawsuit (strategic litigation against public participation), which isn't intended to win but to deplete the opponent's financial resources.

Stay tuned to find out what Judge George A. Sprinkel IV has to say about this.

Rich McKay, Mark Schlueb, Christopher Sherman, David Damron and Gary Taylor of the Sentinel staff contributed to this report. 



